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You are probably jealous right now, thinking about the little puppy in the Volume 1 
and how he got a dedication page all for himself and you didn't. Well, the thing is 
that 1 was reserving a very special spot for you. I wanted you to have your dedication 
page in a book that was, somehow, particularly yours, but that book never came. So, 
till that special ston appears in my untalented brain this little book is for you, Tula, 
my White Lady, my littler dragon in an English Setter suit. 

Prohablemente ahora mismo estes eelosa del pequcrto eaehorrito del volumen 1 y de 
como eonsiguio su dedieatoria y le prcguntaras por que demonios nunea tc he 
dedicado nada a ti. La euestion es que, lo ereas o no, te estaba reservando para algo 
verdaderamenie especial, una historia que lucre partieularmente una, pero la 
historia no ha aparceido aun. Asi que hasta que csa historia especial aparczca en 
esta eabeza de aleornoque que llevo sobrc los hombros, este librito cs para li, Tula, 
mi Dama Blanea. mi dragoncito con aspecto de setter ingles. 



The first time I traveled to China, once I got off the plane I was thrown 
into a van and we started traveling westbound non-stop. Almost everyday 
wc made several hundreds of miles. With the camera in my hand just 
about all the time, I shooi more than 500 photos from the fast-moving 
van, from hotel rooms up in the air in the forty-something floor of a 
sky-scraper and from my hip. without stopping to take a second look, 
because someone was always in a hurry to get somewhere. When I was 12 
years old, I started to pay daily visits to the Chinese Fiction section in 
the Central Library of the town where I lived by then. The book that 
caught my attention the most was titled Journey To The West. It was a 
classic sixteenth century text widely popular inside and outside of 
China. I had that book in my hands at least a hundred times but I never 
read it. Somehow, at that tender age, I was intimidated by books of that 
length {it was 2200 pages long). I've already said that the first lime I 
went to China I was traveling westbound non stop. The country that I 
found, like many emerging countries, was [raveling westbound too (If 
that turns out to be agood thing for Chinese people remains to be seen. 
There arc still lots of suffering people in China and it's quite evident 
that the country needs serious changes but I'm not sure that "going 
west 8 is the answer. But then again, politicians rarely look after the 
people they are supposed to represent). Anyway, I decided to borrow the 
title of that book that many years before, I had in mv hands without 
daring to read it. Now. you, my dear reader, have before your eyes the 
second volume of my Journey To The West, focused on urban China. I 
hope that you do dare to read it. It won't take you much effort. As it 
happens, it's only a bunch of photos. 



La primera vez que viaje a China, nada mas porter un pie en tierra, me 
subieron a una furgoncta y comenzamos a avanzar sin parar hacia el 
ocsic. Casi todos los dias, rccorn'amos varios ccmcnarcs dc kilomctros. 
Con la camara en la mano practicamente de continue), dispare mas de 
500 fotos desdc la furgoncta en movimiento, desde alguna habitation dc 
hotel en la planta cuarenta y tantos dc un rescacielos. y desdc la cintura. 
casi sin mirar, porque siempre habi'a alguien eon prisa por llegar a algiin 
sitio. Cuando tenia unos docc anos empece a visitar a diario la section 
de Literatura China en la Biblioteca Central de la ciudad donde vivi'a por 
entonces. Uno de los libros que mis mc llamaba la atencion sc titulaba 
Viaje Al Ocste. Es un texto clasico del siglo XVI trcmcndamcmc 
popular dentro y fuera de China. Lo tuve en mis manos un centenar de 
veccs. pero nunca lo llcguc a leer porque a aquclla ticrna cdad, el 
volumen del libro (unas 2200 paginas) me resultaba demasiado 
intimidantc. Ya he dicho que cuando atcrrice en China por primera vez 
estuve viajando hacia el Oeste desde que puse el primer pie en tierra. El 
pais que me encontre, como tantos otros en su momento de emergencia. 
est aba viajando tambicn hacia el Ocstc Qucda por vcr si csto tracra a la 
larga algo positivo para el pueblo chino. A dt'a de hoy, la miseria todavta 
campa a sus anchas por amplias zonas del pais. Es evidente que China 
necesita serios cambios esiructurales pero no estoy seguro dc que 
"viajar al oeste "sea la respuesta. Claro que la clase poh'tica rara vez vela 
por los intcrcscs del pueblo que supucstamcntc rcprcscnta. De 
cualquier matiera, decidt tomar prestado el tftulo de aquel libro que 
tantos anos atras sostuvc en mi manos sin atrevcrme a lecrlo. Ahora tii, 
qucrido lector, tienes ante ti el scgundo volumen de mi Viaje Al Oeste, 
dedicado a la China urbana. Espero que tu si te atrevas a leerlo. No tc 
costara demasiado esfucrzo. A fin dc cuentas, no son mas que unas 
cuantas fotos. 
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Well, I didn't see thelyer but it probS^^^ 
for a whorehouse aftetall. ^iM^^^^^^B 



but 

Sav^tisemehtMMi 



Really? 




Yeah, something like tha^gyou notice tfi#tt was*a 
massage house in the undermwafl^^MeTotel? m 



I did. 




Well, it was a perfectly normal massage house^You caFeo-tli 
and have a sauna or a foot massage. Even some women go 
nowadays. But, if you want, you can get other services. 



Interesting, what about porn? 
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